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Founders Day 
J:lli:c.ois State "University 
On February 18, 1857, 
Governor William Bissell 
signed into law the 6 ii I creating 
Illinois State University 
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The founding of Illinois Stale University, the• flrst ,state-supported institution of 
higher learning in Illinois, ;.','.,~aced lo Decembe~' 26~28, 1853, with formation of 
the Teachers In stitute by a group of persons interested in the future of education in 
the state . Out of this meeting in Bloomington came a · resolution for establishment of 
a normal school to prepare teachers for the ·,ciiools of Illinois . 
Leading the movement to secure public su pport for this idea were such men as 
Jonathan Baldwin Turner , Simeon Wright, Newton Bateman, Samuel Moulton , Dan-
iel Wilkins, Ninion Edwards and William Powell. With the guidance of State Repre-
sentative Moulton , the bill creating a normal school was approved by the Legislature 
during the winter of 1856-57. On February 18 , 1857, Governor William Bissell 
sig ned the bill establishing Illinois Stale Normal Univers ity . 
The act provided for a committee to select a site and principa l. Among the 
competing cities was Bloomington , and largely through the efforts of Jessie Fell, a 
site just north of the city wa s chose n . The first principal , or pres ident, was Charles 
Hovey , then superintendent of Peoria schools . President Hovey spearheaded the fund 
driv e for the first building and on September 29, 1857, the cornerstone was laid 
for Old Main on about 60 acres of land donated by Joseph Payne and Meschack 
Pike . 
The first class met October 5 , 1857, in Major' s Holl , a rented building in 
Bloomington. Ten members were in the first class to graduate from the university in 
1 860, with exercises held in the nearly completed four-story monarch of the plains, 
Old Main . The railroad junction of North Bloomington, which grew up around the 
university, later incorporated as a town, adopting fhe name of Normal. 
In the years that followed , the University come lo be regarded as the leading 
institution fo r teacher education in the Midwest . Many of its traditionally high qual-
ity students and graduates made important contributions lo every facet of local , 
stole and national life . The University has nurtured more college presidents, dedicated 
teachers and administrators than any other comparable school in the country. Its 
educational influence is reflected in ISU 's becoming the center of the Herbartian 
Movement in America from 1 887-1900, a program providing a scientific approach 
to education. 
The University's excellent reputation continued as it expanded its program, 
going successi vely to the bachelor' s, master's and doctor's degree levels . In 1964, 
after more than a century, the institutions name was chang ed to Illinois Stole 
University . 
The University 's primary purpose, that of Quality in Education , remains stead-
fast as Illinois State looks to the future , pr,,pared to build on a di stinguished past. 
DAT::ES OF 
1857 - Bill creating ISNU signed Feb. 
18. North Bloomington named 
site May 7 . Cornerstone of 
Old Main laid Sept. 29. Model 
school opens Nov. 2 . 
1860 First class graduates June 29. 
Old Main dedicated Jan. 24. 
1862 High School classes begin in 
Model School. 
1863 Alumni Association Founded . 
1872 first college YWCA formed at 
ISNU . 
1887 - ISNU defeats Wesleyan in first 
recorded football game. 
1888 - First Vidette published. 
SI:0-N:tF:tCANC::E 
1892 - First Index published . North 
Hall becomes second campus 
building . 
1907 Fifty-year celebration held . 
1908 First bachelors degrees are 
conferred . 
1945 First masters degree is con-
ferred . 
1957 University centennial is ob-
served . 
1962 Specialists , doctoral degrees 
approved . 
1964 - Name is changed to ISU . 
First Specialists degree 
awarded . 
FATH:E:BS 
JONA TH A N BALDWIN TURNER , former Illinois 
Co lleg e professor , proposed estab lishment of 
a slate norma l school. 
JESSE FELL , lawyer, editor , farmer and real 
estate promoter , led movement to have univer-
sity located a t Bloomington . 
NEWTON BA TEMAN, school principa l , was se-
lected by Teachers Institu te m first leader of 
normal school crusade. 
SIMEON WRIGHT, president of State Teachers 
Association , was a leader in drive to secure 
normal school legislation . 
DANIEL WILKINS, principal of Female Institute 
in Bloomington , served on teachers committee 
drafting normal school bill. 
SAMUEL W. MOULTO N , state representati ve, 
managed b ill to crea te a norma l schoo l , i n 
House of Representatives . 
Charles E. Hovey 
1857 -1862 
-"" John W. Cook 
1890 -1 899 
Harry A. Brown 
1930 - 1933 
Perkins Boss 
l 861" -1862 
Richard Edwards 
1862-1876 
Raymond W. Fairchild 
1933 -1955 
H. H. Schroeder 
1930 and 193:l 
Edwin C. Hewett 
1876-1890 
David Felmley 
1 900-1 930 
J 
Robert G. Bone 
1956-
Arthur H. Larsen 
1950, 1954-56 
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Banquet, Feb. 18, 1909 
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,,, SOME OF THE INFLUENCES WHICH LED TO THE 
FOUNDING OF THE NORMAL UNIVERSITY 
Fifty-two years ago today the Legislature of Illinois passed 
a bill which legally founded the Illinois State Normal University. 
V>/ e are_ met this evening to do_ honor to the members of that Legis-
lature, -and· to all of the other actors -and influei1ces which united 
in bringing about the action of that Legislature. fo the fulness of 
our hearts we are ev_en willing to do honor to the Legislative lobby 
which exerted its powerful influence to bring about that final liberal 
vote, which at one stage of the lobby's labors we are told consisted 
of a bare majority of one. 
The influences which resulted so successfully commenced act-
ing in the remote past. Possibly they originated in some intellec-
tual monastery in the dark ages, for that there were many such, 
the great success of the Christian Brothers' schools in Europe gives 
us some of the earliest proofs of the benefits which follow an ap-
lication of Normal methods of teaching teachers how to teach. 
As early as 1561 in England, and 1684 in Rheims, France, we 
are told there could have been found enthusiastic advocates of im-
proved methods of educating teachers, and I do not need to tell 
this audience that as early as 1754 Frederick the Great aided 
powerfully in establishing those far-famed seminaries for the edu-
cation of teachers for Germany's public _schools. The history of 
European Normal training is familiar to you all, but you will 
pardon me for introducing an important accotmt which I have 
never yet seen in the common historical records. 
I have inherited from my grandfather a bound volume of the 
Massachusetts Monthly Magazine for the year 1795. This mag-
azine, like all publications of those times, gave its readers the very 
latest European news, which news had traveled not under the waves 
by ocean telegraph, or over the waves by wireless, but by the slow 
and tedious sail vessel buffeting_ against the waves of the stormy 
Atlantic. 
The dark and bloody times of that awful French Revolution 
were just over and the National Convention had passed into the 
hands of energetic, enthusiastic, cultivated leaders of the best pub-
lic opinion. \i\Tith all of the faults of that frenzied Convention its 
members at times enacted some of the grandest laws the world 
has ever seen, and in spite of its bloody actions, this Com·ention 
was really a powerful factor in the cause of human liberty. The 
reign of terror, after the passage of this act, never again became 
the terrible engine of the preceding· yea rs. In the April number 
of this Magazine for the year 1795 I find this heading in capital 
letters: "NORlVL\L SCHOOLS. _-\ CCOUNT OF A NEW IN-
·! 
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STITUTION IN FRANCE." "The word NORMAL which has 
been applied to the newly established schools in France is · drawn 
from the dictionary of geometry, It expresses probably a level, 
but in the figurative sense it announces that in these schools all 
knowledge relative to arts, sciences, belles letters, etc., will be 
taught to every citizen whatever branch he may choose to apply to. 
In order to obtain this grand object the Convention wished t_he 
teachers and professors should be formed, and these schools are 
thus established to qualify teachers for the whole Republic." 
The magazine then says: 
"The following are the statutes resolved on by the represen-
tatives of the people with the Normal Schools of Paris on the 
15th of January, 1795," and I will quote from the statute as given: 
"Article third. The principal object of these conferences shall 
be reading and examination of the elementary schools of the Re-
public. 
"Article fifth. The sittings of Normal schools shall be em-
ployed alternately in unfolding the principles of the art of teaching, 
as explained by the professors, and in confere1ice on these prin-
ciples among the professors and pupils." 
A list of the studies to be taught then follows which is very 
similar to the studies pursued today in our own Normal schools, 
and it is added: 
"The second sitting of the Normal School took place on the 
22nd of January." 
A careful reading of Article three and Article five will show 
that the French Nati~nal Convention in its Nonna! and public 
school act gave the world almost identically the normal idea upon 
which our Normal schools are acting today, which is, teaching our 
teachers to teach. Perhaps it will he proper to state that in 1795 
the French people were magnetized and blinded by the idea of 
National and military glory, ai1d that within a very few months 
this new born normal school idea was buried under Napoleon's 
magnificent plans for European control. 
Carlyle in his French Revolution says: "Gone are the J acobins, 
into invisibility; in a storm of laughter and howls . • Their Place 
is made into a Normal school, the first of its kind seen; it then 
vanishes." 
Looking backward it seems as if France then stood at the 
parting of the ways; the way to Peace and a magnificent ,future 
prosperity appeared to follow from their new public school and 
normal school law; the road to suffering, sorrow and despair cer-
tainly was followed by giving way to the blandishments of a 
Napoleon. 
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· In spite of wars with France. and with other powers Germany 
nobly succeeded in · demonstrating to the world the great value of 
free schools for its children, and of training schools , for its 
teachers, so that by the end of the first quarter of the 19th cen-
tury, the educational importance of Normal schools was clearly 
seen by the American friends of free schools, and steps were be-
ing takei1 for founding such schools in Massachusetts and other 
states. 
You do not need to be told the old, old story of the establish-
ment under Horace Mann by Massachusetts, in 1839 of the first 
State N onnal School, or of the successive steps which led ta the 
popularity of the Normal school idea wherever free schools had 
been started. 
As late as 1830 there were only three states which actually 
had free school systems, though there were many states which 
gave more or less public money in aid of schools. Conditions 
varied from absolute free schools, down through the different 
grades of semi-public and semi-private schools to those which 
,vere purely private, maintained entirely by subscription. 
Attempts had been made in the Illinois Legislature to pass a 
genuine free school law, but our school laws always lacked ex-
ecutive power and force until the passage of the act of 1855. As 
far as Illinois is concerned this free school law of 1855 was, in my 
opinion, actually the founder of our Normal. 
Dr. Samuel Willard of Chicago has written a most excellent 
history of the rise and progress of early education and free schools 
in Illinois. He was one of the early teache,rs of this institution in 
1859, fifty years ago, and I shall never fail to return thanks to him 
for the rich stores of information he brought into the classroom. 
He has lately_ retired from the teaching profession in Chicago and 
is now engaged in active literary work of a very high educational 
character. In the state school superintendent's report for 1882 
and 1883 he gives a very entertaining and valuable history of early 
education in this state from the earliest days l:o the adoption of the 
free school act of 1855. He shows the varying and changing con-
ditions brought about by the incoming of the different streams of 
immigration,•and points out very clearly to what particular strains 
of population we owe the most valuable features of the free school 
law. 
In the State Superintendent's report for 1885 and 1886 Mr. 
'vV. L. Pillsbury of the University of Illinois, formerly a teache1: 
in this institution, takes up the subject of early education in Illinois 
before and after 1855, and clearly illustrates the same by copious 
qi:10tations and references to early publications and public docu-
ments. These l wo lengthy educational papers cover the hi sto ry of 
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education in this State so perfectly that they should be republished 
with some additional modern information, and sold to friends of 
public schools. Such a volume in this year of educational revival, 
when an important new school bill is b~fore the people, would rio 
doubt prove to be of great help to those who are endeavoring to 
arouse a greater public interest in the cause of education, and 
would be a very valuable permanent _addition to all of our public 
libraries. Mr. Pillsbury furnishes us with full accounts of several 
of the early state educational conventions, beginning with that of 
February, 1833, at Vandalia. On December 4, 1834, a very large 
and powerful convention was held at the same place which set in 
motion influences, which no doubt have lasted to the present time. 
The compiling of dry historical material is too dreary and 
monotonous for use on this occasion, and I shall do little more 
than mention that the pulpit and the press of Illinois generally 
united in vigorously impressing the importance of free schools upon 
the people of this state, and I cannot refrain from informing you 
that Mr. John S. \\fright of Chicago, editor of the Prairie Farmer, 
was the one great leader from 1842 to 1850 in the good work of 
arousing the public to the crying need of better school laws, better 
teachers, and above all, free schools for everybody. He was the 
first to declare publicly in unmistakeable language for a teacher's 
or Normal school; he continually kept this idea before his readers, 
and may be well called one of the , great pioneer founders of the 
Normal. These founders now began to be heard from more and 
more frequently. They attended several State educational Com1en-
tions, they called county and neighborhood meetings, plead for free 
schools, for better school laws, for better teachers, better colleges, 
and for a State N orri1al School. 
Illinois has great reason to be proud of its moral, political, 
commercial and educational progress during the years between 
1850 and 1860. This period may well be called the Development 
Era of Illinois. Its agricultural ·development, its commercial prog-
ress and its increase in population during this period was almost 
111arvelous, and we shall see that its progress in educational ideas 
was fully abreast of its development in other directions. The great 
State Educational Convention of December 26, 1853, at Bloom-
ington, in the early part of this period, was such a remarkably 
practical and successful convention that it merits our special atten-
tion. . The call for this gathering ·was signed by thirty persons, 
twenty of whom were college presidents or professors. Less than 
ha! f a dozen of the signers were what would now be called public 
school men, as able public school inst ructors at that date were few · 
and far between. Up to the time we are now considering most of 
the leadi ng advocates for Normal and free schools were connected 
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with-colleges, academies, or private schools and it is a sorrowful re-
flection that in the tremendous development of free and Normal 
schools since 1853, it has happened that private schools, academies, 
and the smaller colleges have lost a very large proportion of . their 
relative standing; in other worias, have seen their own particular 
branch of business greatly damaged, and yet we ought to consider 
these same private school managers as among the ablest of the 
early unselfish founders of the Normal, and they were powerful 
assistants in the work of the times. 
This Convention met in the old Methodist church, still stand-
ing at the southwest corner of East and Vv ashington streets. The 
members were entertained by the people of Bloomington, and it 
was an enthusiastic body of able, earnest men, aided by a few noble 
women. This was the last of the famous educational State con-
ventions and was by far t;he most successful of all. The public 
mind was fully prepared for the five unanimous requests of that 
body. It urged the appointment of a State School Superintendent, 
and within two months a special session of the Legislature author-
ized such an official. It organized a State Teacher's Institute bc'.-
fore adjourning, which one year later resolved itself into our State 
Teachers' Association. It originated the Illinois School Teacher, 
which was immediately published at Bloomington. It urged th~ 
Legislature to establish a Normal School, advocated a bill for free 
schools, and the Legislature in 1855 passed the essential features of 
our present free school law in response to the request of this 
famous Convention, reinforced by a general public demand. A 
State Normal School soon followed, and thus all of the five re-
quests of that illustrious body were speedily crystallized into the 
permanent law of the rapidly developing state of Ill inois. 
While the public mind was thus being deeply stirred by our 
educational revivalists, another formidable educational movement 
was paralleling its every line of action, and in fact gave the first a 
most tremendously powerful reinforcement. I refer to the move, 
ment led by Prof. J. B. Turner in favor of a Stat~ IndustriaJ 
University. On February 9, 1854, a little more than six weeks 
after the educational Convention adjourned, Prof. J. B. Turner 
adrlressed in Bloomington a representative audience on the fol, 
lowing topic: "Education as Connected with the Establishment 
of an Industrial University, Normal and Common Schools." Prof. 
Turner was · a powerful and eloquent advocate, one of the great 
minds of the day. He had already a very influential following or-
ganized under the name of The State Industrial League. It finally 
secured the liberal land grant from Congress, which, on July 2, 
1862, was the means of establi shing the present agricultural col-
leges in the different states, our Illinois State U niversity at Urbana 
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STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION. 7 
The city and county of Peoria offered cash and land esti-
mated to be worth eighty thousand dollars. 
The city of Bloomington and county of McLean offered 
cash and laud valued at one hundred and forty-one thousand 
dollars. 
Mr. Sloan offered the following resolution-
REsoLvEn, That the Normal University be located in the county of McLean, near 
Bloomington, on the 160 acres of land ·which is to be granted for the construction 
and use of said University; provided, however, that the said location shall not be 
made until the full amount of the appropriation, in the mariner in which the eame is 
proposed is fully and safely secured by the execution and delivery of all necessary 
deeds of conveyance and all other papers which may be required to secure the said 
appropriation for the construction and use of said University as aforesaid. 
Mr. Hovey offered the following amendment, which was 
adopted-
PaovrnEn, That if within sixty days the conditions of this resolution-be not com-
plied with, then the said Normal University shall be located in Peoria. 
Mr. Sloan's resolution was then unanimously adopted. 
On motion, the Board then adjourned to 8 o'clock, P. M. 
Evening Session, 8 P. M. 
The Board convened pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. Rex o:ffored the following resolution, which was 
adopted-
REsoLvEn, That an Executive Committee of four be appointed to attend to · em-
ploying counsel, and having the necessary papers executed to secure to this Board 
the subscriptions and lands proffered by the citizens of McLean county, and attend 
to such other business as the Board shall direct. · 
'I.1he chair appointed the folfowing -gentlemen upon the 
committee-Messrs. Rex; Wrjght~: M1)ulton, and Wilkins. 
On motion, Messrs. Edwaras: l1qvey, . and Powell were 
added to the committe~. :. : :~ ~~- , .c ·•c · ·.,~ 
On motion, Dr. Rex wa.s~aacfod to~the;. Committee on Of-
ficers. . . . . . , ,. 
On motion, the~ ~~~i-d· :rirc:cfi~~d, t6: :_th~ . .election of a 
Treasurer. 
- On_ motion, J. E. M~Clun, E~q., of Bloomington, wat, 
unanimously elected. 
¥e~srs. Wilktns and Hovey, on motion, were added to the 
Bmldmg Committee. 
On motion, ·Mr. Bunsen was added to the Committee on 
Course of Study and Text Books. 
On motion, Mr. Eden was added to the Committee on 
Officers. . 
. Mr. Rex moved that when this Board .adjourned, it ad-
JOurn to ~eet at Bloomington on the 23d of June next. 
